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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 6-12, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Betjemann in view of Glassmeyer. 

Betjemann (3,386,600) discloses a shipping platform (Figure 3) comprising: an elongated 
platform; and adjustable length pillars 23, 24, 25, 26 provided on either side and at both ends of 
the platform. The shipping platform is configured such that spaces between the adjustable pillars 
and the platform are open and free of structure which impedes passage of cargo between the 
pairs of laterally opposed adjustable length pillars onto the platform when end gates are 
removed. 

Betjemann lacks the laterally opposed pairs of the adjustable pillars each having an upper 
cross-member interconnecting the upper ends thereof. 

Glassmeyer (4,151,925) teaches a shipping platform comprising: a platform 12; and 
adjustable length pillars 46 provided at either side and at both ends of the platform, the 
adjustable pillars each having a laterally extending upper cross-member 48, 50, 72 
interconnecting the upper ends thereof. Each laterally extending upper cross-member being 
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respectively movable with the upper ends of the laterally opposed pair of adjustable length pillars 
when the laterally opposed pair of adjustable length pillars are adjusted in length. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have provided laterally extending upper cross-members movable with the pillars as 
taught by Glassmeyer upon the platform of Betjemann in order to provide additional strength, 
rigidity, synchronicity, and support to the pillars as they move. 

Betjemann, as modified, with regard to claim 2, provides the platform with underside 
cross-members (best seen in Figures 3 and 5) which are rigidly connected with the platform and 
which extend parallel with the upper cross-members. 

With regard to claim 6, the platform is flat and adapted to have vehicles (Figure 7) and 
other oversized cargo thereon. 

With regard to claim 7, the adjustable length pillars each comprise a base member (23 A) 
as seen in Figure 4 rigidly connected with the platform and a telescopic member (23B) which is 
slidably disposed with the base member. 

With regard to claim 8, Betjemann, as modified, disclose the upper cross-members 
interconnecting upper ends of a pair of the telescopic members. 

With regard to claim 9, the adjustable length pillars each further comprise a locking 
device 32 which selectively locks the telescopic member in one of a plurality of positions 
relative to the base member. 

With regard to claim 10, each locking device 32 comprises a locking pin which is 
disposed through apertures which are formed in the telescopic member and the base member of 
the adjustable length pillars. 
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With regard to claim 1 1, a connection device 37 (Figure 5) is provided on the platform 
and adapted to facilitate connect of cargo thereto. 

With regard to claim 12, the connection device 37 is movable and selectively positionable 
on the platform. 

With regard to claim 17, the adjustable length pillars are arranged on the platform so that 
a distance between the adjustable length pillars and the length of the platform are different and 
such that the adjustable length pillars are located inboard of longitudinally opposed ends of the 
platform. 

With regard to claim 19, the spaces between the pillars and between the upper ends of the 
pillars and the platform are constantly open and free of structure which impedes passage of cargo 
between the pairs of laterally opposed adjustable length pillars onto the platform when the end 
gates are removed. • 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 13-16, 18, and 20-22 are allowed. 

5. Claims 3-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hilary Gutman whose telephone number is 703-305-0496. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 703-308-3102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9326, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or: 

(703) 746-3515, (for informal or draft communications, please clearly label 




"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 



Hilary Gutman 
January 4, 2005 



